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Fall of the Berlin Wall 
Grade 6 

 
Grade 6 Social Studies 
(1) History.  The student understands that historical events influence contemporary 
events 

(a) describe characteristics of selected contemporary societies such as Bosnia and 
Northern Ireland that resulted from historical events or factors such as invasion, 
conquests, colonization, immigration, and trade; and 

 
(b) analyze the historical background of selected contemporary societies to evaluate 

relationships between past conflicts and current conditions 
 
(4) Geography. The student understands the characteristics and relative locations of major 
historical and contemporary societies. 
 (a) locate major historical and contemporary societies on maps and globes 
 
(5) Geography.  The student understands how geographic factors influence the economic 
development, political relationships and policies of societies 

(b) identify geographic factors that influence a society’s ability to control territory and that 
shape the domestic and foreign policies of the society 

 
(8) Economics.  The student understands the various ways in which people organize economic 
systems. 

(a) compare ways in which various societies organize the production and distributions of 
goods and services 

 
(b) identify and differentiate among traditional, market and command economies in 

selected contemporary societies, including the benefits of the U.S. free enterprise 
system; and 

 
(c) explain the impact of scarcity on international trade and economic interdependence 

among societies 
 
(11) Government. The student understands the concepts of limited governments such as 
constitutional and democratic and unlimited governments such as totalitarian and 
nondemocratic. 
 (a) describe characteristics of limited and unlimited governments 
 
 (b) identify examples of limited and unlimited governments 
 
(12) Government.  The student understands alternative ways of organizing governments. 
 (d) compare how governments function in selected world societies such as China, 

Germany, India and Russia 
 
(15) Culture.  The student understands the similarities and differences within and among 
cultures within selected 
 (b) describe some traits that define our culture 
 

(c) analyze the similarities and differences among selected world societies 



 
(17 Culture. The student understands relationships that exist among world cultures. 
 (b) explain the impact of political boundaries that cut across culture regions 
 
 
21) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use 
information acquired from a variety of sources including electronic technology. 
 (a) differentiate between, locate, and use primary and secondary sources such 

as computer software; interviews; biographies; oral, print, and visual material; 
and artifacts to acquire information about selected world cultures; 

 
(b) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect 
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, 
making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions; 
 
(c) organize and interpret information from outlines, reports, databases, and 
visuals including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps; 
 
(d) identify different points of view about an issue or topic 
 

(22) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. 
(b) incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication; 
 
(c) express ideas orally based on research and experiences; 
 
(d) create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic 
organizers, outlines, and bibliographies; and 
 
(e) use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation. 

 
(23) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, 
working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. 

(a) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list 
and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and 
implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and 

 
Grade 6 Math 
 
(6.2) Number, operation, and quantitative reasoning. The student adds, subtracts, 
multiplies, and divides to solve problems and justify solutions. The student is expected 
to 

(C) use multiplication and division of whole numbers to solve problems including 
situations involving equivalent ratios and rates;  
   

 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/ssc/teks_and_taas/teks/gloss6.htm#prisec


World Cultural Studies 6th Grade Lesson 
Becoming an Investigative Reporter – Germany’s Reunification 

 
Objectives: 
 

1. Students will be able to identify the countries of the European Union on a 
map. 

2.  Student will explain the impact of the Berlin Wall on cultural, political and 
economic development of East and West Germany. 

3. Students will compare and contrast the position of various countries on the 
issue of German reunification by analyzing primary source documents. 

4. Student will differentiate between primary and secondary source material. 
5. Post Museum Activity: Students will construct simple graphs based on 

collected data. 
 

Vocabulary:  
 

Reunification – to reunite (put back together) something that was once whole but 
has been divided 
Market Economy – an economy in which consumers help determine what is to be 
produced by buying or not buying certain goods and services (Ex: United States) 
Command Economy – an economy in which the government owns most of the 
industries and makes most of the economic decision on what is produced, how 
much and at what price.       (Ex.: Former USSR) 
 
Source: Sager, Robert, Helgren, David, & Brooks, Allsion (2003). People, Places and Change: An Introduction to World Studies. 
Austin: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.  
  

 
Activities & Resources: 

 
Pre-Museum Visit:  (See attached “Did You Know – A Brief Review of Germany 
in World War II) 
 

1. Student should be able to explain how Germany and Berlin were divided between 
the Allies at the end of World War II 

 
2. Students should understand that West Germany and West Berlin were a market 

economy supported by the U.S, England and France while East Germany and East 
Berlin were closed behind the “iron curtain” of Soviet command economy.  



 
 
Museum Visit: 
 
Tour Activity 
 

1. As students tour the museum in small groups they should mark on their map 
(use Map A) all the European countries Bush had some connection with 
during his lifetime.  

2. On the back of the map page students will identify how many gifts came 
from each European country as represent in the gift room.  Students will 
create a graph to show their results. 

 
Classroom Activity 
 

1. Students will shade in the 6 founding nations of the European Community 
(EC) on the map (use map B).  They should answer the question below the 
map – Notice that in 1957 West Germany was part of the European 
Community (EC) but not East Germany.  Why? 
 

2. Students view the CBS video clip of the fall of the Berlin wall (3min. on 
youtube)  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnYXbJ_bcLc 

 
3. Divide class into groups of 2-3 students.   

a. Each team should analyze the letters and documents located in their 
packets to complete the analysis chart.  (see attached)  There are 4 
document packets so some class will have duplicate packets, this 
should not be a problem as slogans and illustration will greatly differ. 

b. Teams should determine the overall attitude represented by their 
documents and create a slogan or illustration to represent this attitude.   
(Use space below analysis chart for slogans and/or illustrations ) 

c. Teams will share their slogans and/or illustration with the rest of the 
class.  Teams should also be prepared to share which document best 
represents your slogan or illustration.  Give the specific text quoted 
from the document. 

d. Class will discuss the following questions: 
i. What did most people fear with regards to Germany’s 

reunification? 
ii. What were the attitudes of some people toward the idea of 

Germany’s reunification? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnYXbJ_bcLc


iii. Why do you think this was such a volatile issue especially for 
Poland and Soviet Union?   

 
4. Complete the European map activity regarding Germany and the E.C. which 

becomes the European Union (E.U.) (use Map B) 
 

5. Complete the euro activity – Who has the better deal? (see back of  map B) 
 
Post- Museum Visit 

1. Look at the images of border crossing in EU countries and discuss –  
What do these image tell us about travel and trade in the EU.   

2. Read the European Union in student textbook . 
a. What are the benefits of the EU? 
b. Why would countries in the EU want a strong friendship with the 

U.S.?  Do you think it is important for Americans to understand the 
EU?  Why or Why not? 

c. What do you think is the most interesting fact about the EU? 
 
Extension Activity 
Assign each child in the class one of the countries of the EU to research.  Student 
might study the background of their country, when and how their country became 
part of the E. U., major economic and social challenges of their country.  Students 
should create a visual presentation (poster or digital) of their research 
 
Assessment: 

1. Map and graph 
2. Who has the Better Deal? 
3. Document Analysis chart and slogan 

 
Notes: 
 
Materials Needed for Museum & Classroom Activity 
 

1. Map and graph 
2. “Who has the Better Deal?” 
3. Map Pencils (blue & yellow) 
4. Document Analysis chart  
5. Did you Know? 
6. YouTube video on CD  





Did You Know? 
 

In the late 1930’s Germany 
invaded Austria, Czechoslovakia 
and finally Poland in 1939 thereby 
starting World War II in Europe.  
By 1942 Germany and Italy had 
conquered most of Europe. 
 
 
 
 
 
To defeat Germany, several countries formed an alliance.  These Allies included Britain, Soviet 
Union (USSR) and United States, and many others.  The Allies defeated Germany in 1945.  
Germany and its capital Berlin were divided into Soviet, French, British and U.S. occupation 
zones.  Britain, France, and the U.S. later combined their zones to create a democratic West 
Germany.  In its zone, the Soviet Union set up the Communist country of East Germany with a 
totalitarian government.  The city of Berlin was also divided in the same way with East Berlin 
being the capital of Communist East Germany and West Berlin being a democratic city in East 
Germany.  
 
 
1. Notice the location of Berlin, 
brainstorm with your partner on 
some of the possible problems  
that might occur. 
 
PROBLEMS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



West Germany’s roads, cities, railroads and industries were rebuilt after the war with U.S. 
financial aid.  East Germany was also rebuilt, but it was not as prosperous as West Germany.  
Unlike the West German government, the East German government allowed people very little 
freedom.  Also, its command economy – managed by the government – was less productive 
than the free enterprise, market economy system of West Germany.  In 1961, the East German 
government built the Berlin Wall across the city to stop East Germans from escaping to the 
West. 
 
2.  Look at the pictures of meat markets below.  Identify on the blank which pictures you think 
represent a meat market in a command economy and which is from a market economy.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text Source: Sager, Robert, Helgren, David, & Brooks, Allsion (2003). People, Places and Change: An Introduction to World 
Studies. Austin: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.  

See reference page for map and picture references 



Map  A  (Museum Activity #1)  

1.  As you tour the Museum place a check mark in every European country that President Bush had some connection with during his lifetime. 

2.  Gifts of State Exhibit – On the back of this map complete the chart to indicate the total number of gifts President Bush received from 
European countries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Map A – pg. 2 
 

Gift Room Chart   

1.   List the names of the various European countries that gave gifts to President Bush. 

2.  In column 2 place a tally mark each time a gift was given, In column 3 total the marks from column 2. 

 
European Country 

 
Tally Mark for each gift 

 
Total Number of Gifts 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

3.  Based on the evidence in the chart you created which country gave the most gifts during President Bush’s administration? 

________________________________________ 



Map  B  (Classroom Activity #1 and Activity #4)  

1. Shade the 6 founding EC countries yellow – Belgium, France, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands and West Germany 

2.  Shade the remaining 21 countries of EC / EU blue – Use The European Union brochure to identify countries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East  West

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Map B – pg. 2 

 

Who had the Better Deal? $ or € 
1.  Using the map on the opposite side draw diagonal lines through the countries the use the European common currency, the Euro, as 
their only form of national currency.  This includes all of the countries of the European Union except Denmark, Sweden and the 
United Kingdom 

2.  Discuss with your partner the benefits to using a common currency across countries.  List two benefits you discussed 

 1. 

 2. 

3.  Discuss with your partner why you think some EU countries choose not to use the Euro as the national currency.  (List 1 reason) 

 1. 

 

4.  Calculate the value of the following amounts of money.  Use the exchange rate of $1 = €1.42 Euros (rate as of 7/14/09) 

EU Currency  U.S.  Currency 

 €10 = ______ Dollars 

 €25 = ______ Dollars 

 €50 = ______ Dollars 

          €100 = ______ Dollars 

         €1000 = ______ Dollars 

5. Circle the correct answer based on the above calculations. 

Will the cost of food and hotels be  higher  or  lower  for an American traveling in France than in the U.S. 



Classroom Activity – Analysis chart & slogan 

Use this chart to record whether the documents are for or against German Reunification.  Use the 
space below the chart to create a slogan or illustration that best represents the overall attitude 
indicated by the documents. 

Packet A 

Document 
 

Attitude toward German Reunification 

Horst Teltschik diary (Kohl angry at MT’s 
criticisms in Wall Street Journal interview) 

 
 

Letter from Chancellor of the Federal Republic 
of Germany to President Bush 

 
 

Conversation between Margaret Thatcher 
(Prime Minister of Great Britain) and President 
Bush 

 
 
 

 

Slogan or illustration  



1990 Jan 26 Fr 
Horst Teltschik diary 

Cold War: Horst Teltschik diary (Kohl angry at MT’s criticisms in Wall 
Street Journal interview) [translation] 

Document type: archive 
Document kind: Diary 

Venue: - 
Source: Horst Teltschik, 329 Tage: Innenansichten der Einigung [329 Days: Inside Views of the Unification] ,  

Siedler Publishing 1991 
Journalist: - 

Editorial comments: Translated specially for www.margaretthatcher.org. Dr Teltschik was Helmut Kohl’s closest foreign policy adviser. 
Importance ranking: Key 

Word count: 248 
Themes: Foreign policy (USA), Foreign policy (USSR and successor states), Foreign policy (Western Europe - non - EU),  

Defence (general) 

FRIDAY, 26 JANUARY 1990 

The Wall Street Journal today publishes an annoying interview with Margaret Thatcher, in which she 
abandons her previous reserve and expresses herself bluntly on the German Question, assuming the pose 
of a protector of Gorbachev. If German unity were to come too quickly, she declares, it would possibly 
create enormous problems for Gorbachev, who could eventually be overthrown on that account, which 
would be a catastrophe for all. German unity can only be realised when all other obligations are borne in 
mind. It could otherwise destabilise everything, which would be unfair in the highest degree to 
Gorbachev, who first made all this possible. She makes harsh criticism of the Federal Government: Kohl 
and Genscher should, in her opinion, subordinate their narrow nationalistic goals to the longer-term 
view of the needs of Europe. One must drum into them this longer-sighted vision. German unity, 



declares the British Prime Minister finally, would destroy the economic equilibrium of the EC, in which 
West Germany already predominates today. 
The Chancellor is very astonished by this public criticism in an American newspaper and will not let this 
interview go uncontradicted. I shall tell Ambassador Mallaby that he regards these utterances as 
unusually unfriendly. Furthermore, he orders that we put the text before him at the next Anglo-German 
consultations, as he wants to speak about it personally to Thatcher, who has voiced no such criticism to 
him on the telephone or at the summit meetings of the EC and NATO either. 
 





Conversation between Margaret Thatcher (Prime Minister of Great Britain) and George Bush 
from A World Transformed  
(pg. 248) 
 
Margaret’s fears of a united Germany, however, came ringing though.  She darkly predicted that 

Germany would be “the Japan of Europe, but worse than Japan.  Japan is an offshore power with 

an enormous trade surplus.  Germany is in the heart of a continent of countries, most of which 

she has attached and occupied.  Germany has colossal wealth and trade surpluses.  So we must 

include a bigger country, the Soviet Union or you (US), in the political area.”  There were 

economic problems to sort out as well, especially those of admitted a new member (the GDR) to 

the EC, one with millions of citizens and not market economy experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classroom Activity – Analysis chart & slogan 

Use this chart to record whether the documents are for or against German Reunification.  Use the 
space below the chart to create a slogan or illustration that best represents the overall attitude 
indicated by the documents. 

Packet B 

Document 
 

Attitude toward German Reunification 

Conversation between Francios Mitterrand 
(President of France) and Margaret Thatcher as 
shared with President Bush 

 
 
 

Memcon of meeting between Helmut Kohl 
(Chancellor of Federal Republic of Germany) 
and President Bush 

 
 
 

Conversation between Brian Mulroney (Prime 
Minister of Canada) and President Bush 

 
 

Except from Margaret Thatcher Interview for 
Wall Street Journal 

 

 

Slogan or illustration  



Conversation between Francios Mitterrand (President of France) and Margaret Thatcher as 
shared with George Bush from A World Transformed (pg. 249) 
 
“I(President Bush) asked Margaret what Mitterrand thought.  “We talked,” she said.  “Privately, 

he is as fearful as we are.  If we are not careful, the Germans will get in peace what Hitler 

couldn’t get in the war.  He is adamant on the Oder-Neisse line…The French fear the domination 

of Germany.  The fear the speed with which the FRG is pushing through to unification, and not 

addressing other questions first.  We made a good start in Ottawa…. (But there) is a great 

uncertainty, as people try to understand that there will be this great landlocked power that has 

quarreled with most people.  It is not enough to anchor Germany in the EC – that might become 

Germany’s new empire:  the future empires will be economic empires.”  

 
 

 
 
 

British Prime Minster

Margaret Thatcher 

French President
Francois Mitterand 



Conversation between Brian Mulroney (Prime Minister of Canada) and George Bush from A 
World Transformed (pgs. 249-250) 
 
Brian Mulroney supported reunification but had some reservations.  “I’m very concerned 

personally that unification for Germany appears to be fueled not just by the legitimate desire of 

the two states to come together,” he said, but “by the total collapse of the economy of one state 

and the economic strength on another…I told Genscher  you’re not really talking about a merger 

here, this is a takeover.”  He (Mulroney) predicted that the real problems with unification would 

appear further down the road in areas like the Common Market.  “The community was never 

designed with the possibility of having such a great European power in mind.” he said. 

 







990 Jan 24 We 
Margaret Thatcher 

Excerpt from Interview for Wall Street Journal 
 
Robert Keatley, Wall Street Journal 
Question paraphrased: Would a reunified Germany one day join EC and 
NATO? 

Prime Minister 
I do not know, we are groping forward, you are asking questions which 
honestly we cannot answer at the moment. And it is because it could have 
such a destabilising effect that we are all of us saying that if it comes about 
it must come about at a rate which takes account of the other obligations 
and which gives us a time to work things out, otherwise that could 
destabilise everything. 
 
Robert Keatley, Wall Street Journal 
Question paraphrased: Do you worry reunified Germany might be even 
more dominant economic power in Europe? 

Prime Minister 
Yes of course she would be, of course she would be. 

Robert Keatley, Wall Street Journal 
Question paraphrased: You have concern? 

Prime Minister 
Of course, yes, because it unbalances. Yes I think it would change the 
European Community if she were unified and if East Germany came in. But 
you see East Germany cannot come in until she is genuinely democratic and 
you will notice that Chancellor Kohl had very much a step-by-step 
approach. 

Yes, Germany is already dominant. I watch with great interest the things 
that you say about Japan. Germany has a bigger proportion of trade surplus 
than Japan, 70 per cent of it is with the rest of Europe. So to add to that, yes 
she would be a dominant partner. 



Classroom Activity – Analysis chart & slogan 

Use this chart to record whether the documents are for or against German Reunification.  Use the 
space below the chart to create a slogan or illustration that best represents the overall attitude 
indicated by the documents. 

Packet C 

Document Attitude toward German Reunification 
 

Letter from Alfred Gottschalk to President 
Bush  

 
 

 
Letter from Dr. Earl James to President Bush 

 
 

 
Letter from Andres Hempel to President Bush 

 
 

Letter from Bruce S. Gelb (Director US 
Information Agency) to President Bush 

 
 

 

Slogan or illustration  















Classroom Activity – Analysis chart & slogan 

Use this chart to record whether the documents are for or against German Reunification.  Use the 
space below the chart to create a slogan or illustration that best represents the overall attitude 
indicated by the documents. 

Packet D 

Document Attitude toward German Reunification 
1. Letter from Daniel Herrmann 
Giegenmueller-Teal to President Bush 
 
2. Letter from President Bush to Mr. Hermann 
Giegenmueller-Teal 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Letter from Michael Preisler to President Bush 

 
 

 
Letter from Thomas Hartch to President Bush 

 
 

 

Slogan or illustration  













Answer Key for Documents Packets Analysis 

Packet A 

Document 
 

Attitude toward German Reunification 

Horst Teltschik diary (Kohl angry at MT’s 
criticisms in Wall Street Journal interview) 

 
For 

Letter from Chancellor of the Federal Republic 
of Germany to President Bush 

 
For 

Conversation between Margaret Thatcher 
(Prime Minister of Great Britain) and President 
Bush 

 
 
Against 

 

Packet B 

Document 
 

Attitude toward German Reunification 

Conversation between Francios Mitterrand 
(President of France) and Margaret Thatcher as 
shared with President Bush 

 
 
Against 

Memcon of meeting between Helmut Kohl 
(Chancellor of Federal Republic of Germany) 
and President Bush 

 
 
For 

Conversation between Brian Mulroney (Prime 
Minister of Canada) and President Bush 

 
For but with reservations 

Except from Margaret Thatcher Interview for 
Wall Street Journal 

 
Against 

 

Packet C 

Document Attitude toward German Reunification 
 

Letter from Alfred Gottschalk to President 
Bush  

 
For 

 
Letter from Dr. Earl James to President Bush 

 
For 

 
Letter from Andres Hempel to President Bush 

 
Against (little Polish representation) 

Letter from Bruce S. Gelb (Director US 
Information Agency) to President Bush 

 
For (barely) 

 

 

 



Packet D 

Document Attitude toward German Reunification 
1. Letter from Daniel Herrmann 
Giegenmueller-Teal to President Bush 
 
2. Letter from President Bush to Mr. Hermann 
Giegenmueller-Teal 

 
For 
 
 
For 

 
Letter from Michael Preisler to President Bush 

 
Against (want Polish representation) 

 
Letter from Thomas Hartch to President Bush 

 
Against 
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